Report to the Community
In 2012 our community, once again, gave from the heart to help enhance healthcare in
High River, Nanton and surrounding area.

Because of your gift...
…138 patients per year can have
cataract surgery right at the High
River Hospital on equipment
purchased by the Foundation.
…the lab provides faster test results
for patients using upgraded blood
and chemistry analyzer machines
that the Foundation helped
purchase.
…residents of the Nanton Silver
Willow Designated Assisted Living
Facility and the Long Term Care Unit
at the Hospital can safely and
quickly be lifted using patient lifts
provided by the Foundation.
…palliative patients and their
families can spend their final days
together in comfortable rooms that
the Foundation refurbished.
…more Colonoscopies can be
performed because of an additional
scope in the Operating Room
provided by the Foundation.
… patients, residents, families and
staff have access to Chaplains and
the Grief Support program paid for
by the Foundation.
Generous donation helps cardiac
patients in the Foothills
Echocardiography services are now
available at the Charles Clarke
Medical Centre in High River. This
means cardiac patients can get their
diagnostic work done without
having to travel into Calgary. And it

was all made possible by a
generous donation to the
Foundation.
The pieces to bring the service to
High River all came together
because Cardiologist, Dr. Greg
Schnell, was able and willing to
provide this service in High River,
space was available at the Medical
Centre, AHS supported the
program and, most importantly,
John and Lorrie Hartley of Okotoks
made a generous donation to the
Foundation to purchase the
equipment needed.
The Hartley’s gift covered the cost
of the echocardiograph machine,
clinical equipment, data lines,
cabling and server. Through a
discussion with Dr. Ron Gorsche,
Hartley said he discovered there
was a need for an “Echo” machine in
the area. Hartley stated, “Medical
care in the Foothills has always
been a cause our family has
supported, my wife Lorrie and I
talked about it and decided we
wanted to help bring this machine
to High River.”

Donors John & Lorrie Hartley accompanied by
Dr. Greg Schnell unveil the sign for the Hartley
Echocardiography

Foundation to support the
Community Free Swim/Skate
program at the Bob Snodgrass Rec
Plex. The program has a direct
impact on the health and wellness
of High River and area citizens:
making it possible for them to be
active, expose their children to
different types of physical activities
and providing access. In 2012 over
7200 people got active.

COMMUNITY PARTNERS

High River Independent Order of
Odd Fellows – The High River IOOF
members partnered with the

LEGACY
The health of future generations.

Point
sof light

Fernleaf Rebekahs – This Cayley
service club continues to support
the Healthy Moms, Healthy Babes
program with the donation of
much appreciated and needed
infant and toddler items such as
clothing, diapers and creams.
Charter Sponsors – Since our very

first Dinner and Auction in 1986,
four local companies have been
supporting the Foundation as
dinner sponsors: Western Feedlots,
Royal Bank Financial Group,
Snodgrass Funeral Home and
Delanoy & Co. LLP. Many thanks for
your steadfast support!

This generous gift helped to secure
a service in our community that we
might not otherwise have had.
Now Foothills resident can receive
echocardiography testing closer to
home, thanks to the Hartley’s.

YOUR

Cargill Meat Solutions – Since
coming to High River, Cargill have
been an outstanding corporate
citizen; supporting the Dinner &
Auction through sponsorship and
the donation of prime rib. The
Foundation has also been fortunate
to be a benefactor of the Fred Free
Cargill Charity Golf Tournament
over the years. In 2012 we received
almost $20,000 in support of the
Keeping our OR Active campaign.

Cattle and Grain
Supporting health care in an agricultural community

Hospital Auxiliary - The High River
Hospital Auxiliary often partners
with the Foundation to fund
equipment and programs within
the Hospital. In 2012 they
purchased an EKG Machine, sheep
skin products for 2nd floor, and a
cautery machine for the O.R. We are
very proud of our great relationship
with the Auxiliary and grateful for
all they do in the Hospital.

FOUNDATION EVENTS
& FUNDRAISING

26th Annual Dinner & Auction:
The Wild West Whoop Up!
At the sold out 2012 Dinner &
Auction guns were a blazin’, the
saloon was busy and 370 guests
kicked up their heels and whooped
it up at the Wild West Whoop Up.
Thanks to the outstanding
community support we reached
our goal and raised over $56,376.
Don’t miss our 27th Annual Dinner
& Auction to be held Saturday,
October 19 at Lynnwood Ranch
Funds raised through the 2012
Dinner & Auction were designated
to Acute Care to support an
upgrade of the patient call system for
Unit 300. Due to technical issues,
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Hospital management has since
decided not to proceed with this
project so the funding commitment
was rescinded. The funds have been
reallocated, still to Acute Care, but
now to purchase a piece of
leading-edge surgical equipment –
a Harmonic Scalpel. This instrument
uses ultrasonic waves to both cut
and cauterize at the same time and
has a wide range of applications. It
will help keep our OR active and
help to attract and retain physicians
and surgeons.
The Foundation makes every effort
to ensure that funds are directed to
appropriate projects. Occasionally,
however, plans do change, in which
case the Board will decide on an
appropriate alternative and we will
work closely with our donors to
ensure that their wishes are fulfilled.
Cattle & Grain Round Up
Our annual mail campaign
recognizes the important
relationship between the
Foundation and the farm and ranch
community. Donors can contribute
in the form of cash, cattle or grain.
In 2012 the Round Up contributed
$41,830 to support Long Term Care
and spiritual care.

Points of Light
Our Christmas campaign provides
donors the opportunity to honor,
thank or remember someone
special; $10,220 was raised to
support the spiritual and palliative
Care programs. Our lead sponsor,
Fortis Alberta, ensures that the
holiday spirit is bright at the
Hospital as their contribution lights
up the Candy Cane light display.
Concert Event
We held our 3rd Concert Event
featuring local artist Lindsay Butler
and headlining award winning
Country Artist Bobby Wills. Bobby
put on an outstanding performance
for a sold out crowd at the
Highwood Memorial Centre. This
event provides the Foundation with
an opportunity to begin to build
relationships with younger and
prospective donors.
Proceeds from this concert
support the Maternity and
Obstetrics Department.

2012 Financial Highlights
Unrestricted Donations
Net Fund Raising Activities
+ Restricted Donations

Memorial Gift
Gifts to the Foundation in memory
of a loved one or friend are directed
to the greatest needs or as specified
by the family or donor. A loved one
whose memorial tributes surpass
$500 are recognized on our
Memorial Donor Board located on
3rd Floor. Memorial donations
totaled $96,588 as families
honoured their loved one in 2012.
Legacy Giving
A legacy or “planned” gift to the
Foundation is more than a
donation – it is a commitment to
the future of health care in our
community. Legacy giving allows
you to structure your donation
through a gift for the present or for
the future, while best meeting your
immediate financial and personal
needs. Over the years the
Foundation has been very
fortunate to have been the
beneficiary of many legacy gifts
including bequests, gifts of life
insurance and of securities. In 2012
we realized a number of such gifts
totaling over $400,000 from
generous supporters who wanted
to ensure that future generations
have access to quality health care
right in our own community.

Our Mission
The mission of the High River District
Health Care Foundation is to provide
our donors with a means of enhancing
the quality of health care available in
our community.
THANK YOU to the many outstanding
organizations and individuals. Because
of your gifts the Foundation is able to
enhance health care facilities and
services available in High River and
Nanton and for residents throughout
the Foothills.

$338,617
Total:

$421,985
$760,602

Disbursements for local health care enhancements
Commitments to future projects
Total:

$355,041
$191,950
$546,991

years, however, the number of patient treatments
has doubled from an average of 60 to 120 per
month. The facility, itself, is showing the signs of
age, but in spite of this, the professionalism,
care and compassion of the staff have
remained constant.
Cancer affects many of us….close to home. All of us
know a friend, neighbor or family member who
have been touched by cancer - or have been
afflicted ourselves - which is the reason we want the
very best care possible …close to home.
The High River District Health Care Foundation and
the Rotary Club of High River are excited to be
partnering to raise one million dollars to renovate,
expand and improve the High River Community
Cancer Centre. Our vision is to provide a spacious
and pleasant setting for patients, their families,
friends and support as well as an efficient and safe
environment for the Centre’s staff.
The High River Community Cancer Centre is located
on the first floor of the Hospital. The Centre’s
compassionate and knowledgeable physicians and
staff provide a comforting and nurturing “small
town” approach to patient care. In the past two

Scott Forbes, a current cancer patient, describes
the Centre: “Our cancer clinic offers physical and
spiritual comfort throughout each patient’s
treatment regime; it’s like our home away
from home.”
The “Cancer Care…close to home” campaign will be
a journey for our whole community, so we look
forward to working with many individuals and
organizations as we band together to help our
friends, family and neighbors in the Foothills receive
their cancer care…close to home. Visit
www.highrivercancercare.ca for more information.
The High River Community Cancer Centre provides
care for patients from High River, Okotoks, Nanton,
Cayley, Longview, Black Diamond, Turner Valley,
Eden Valley, Dewinton, Priddis, Blackie, Brant,
Vulcan, Lomond, Arrowwood, Champion,
Carmangay, Stavely, Claresholm and South Calgary.

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD CHAIR

BOARD MEMBERS

Once again in 2012 you have shown that the communities of High
River, Nanton and the surrounding rural areas truly understand
what it means to give from the heart. Every day your generosity
makes a huge difference to so many people. The Board members
of the High River District Health Care Foundation are extremely
grateful and humbled by your support. We are proud of the
accomplishments of the Foundation in 2012 and very excited
about the prospects for 2013. Thank you for giving with your heart.
Gloria Wong-Lundberg – Chair
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Dr. Bonnie Bagden – Medical Staff Rep
Katherine Bell – Auxiliary Rep
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Marie Leclerc – Nanton Rep
Judy Boyda – High River Rep
Hal Knox – High River Rep
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Michael Brown – Executive Director
Cathy Couey – Fund Development and
Communications Officer
Cheryl Holmes – Administrative Assistant

All money raised in our community
stays in our community.
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